8:30-9:00

9:00-9:20

9:20-9:30

9:30-9:45

9:45-10:15

10:15-10:25

10:25-10:30

10:30-11:00

11:00-11:30

11:30-12:00

November 20, 2025 International Conference on

Thursday | 8:30 - 5:00 PM COOPERATIVES

Zoom log in / Virtual Lounge opens

OPENING PROGRAM

Welcome Remarks
MARIA ANGELES CATELO, Ph.D.
Dean, College of Economics and Management, University of the Philippines Los Bafos

Opening Message
JOSE CAMACHO, JR., Ph.D.
Chancellor, University of the Philippines Los Bafos

Inspirational Message

ARIEL GUARCO
President, International Cooperative Alliance, Belgium

Ceremonial Opening of Virtual Booths and Exhibit
Keynote Message

ANDREW ALLIMADI
Social Affairs Officer, United Nations;
Coordinator of Cooperative Issues, United Nations Secretariat, United States

Health Break
Opening of Plenary Sessions

JAN DANICA ASMA
Assistant Professor, ICOPED and ICOOP2025 Coordinator

Plenary Session 1: Co-operative and Mutual Enterprises (CMEs):
Driving Sustainable Development through Inclusive and Equitable Growth

TIM MAZZAROL
Senior Honorary Research Fellow and Emeritus Professor, Business School,
The University of Western Australia, Australia

Plenary Session 2: Building Resilient Communities: The Power of Cooperatives in
Fostering Social Inclusion and Well-being

KELVIN SERGEANT
Senior Enterprises Specialist, International Labour Organization,
Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific, Thailand

Plenary Session 3: Agricultural Cooperatives Leading the Green Transition: Environmental
Stewardship & Climate Action

JOS BIJMAN
Associate Professor of Cooperative Entrepreneurship, Wageningen University, Netherlands



November 20, 2025 International Conference on

Thursday | 8:30 - 5:00 PM COOPERATIVES

12:00-1:00 Lunch Break

1:00-1:15 Informal Conversation and Networking

Virtual Lounge powered by Zoom Events

1:15-1:45 Plenary Session 4: The Role of Agricultural Cooperatives in Strengthening Food
Security

WITSANU ATTAVANICH
Associate Professor, Department of Economics;
Deputy Director, Center for Applied Economics Research, Kasetsart University, Thailand

1:45-3:00 Panel Discussion: Cooperatives at the Forefront of Agricultural and Rural
Development: Scaling Success for Transformative, Sustainable
Impact

CEES VAN RI)
Director, AgriGRADE, Netherlands

SARA ELDER
Senior Policy Advisor, International Institute for Sustainable Development; Adjunct
Professor, University of British Columbia, Canada

JACK HETHERINGTON
Research Program Manager for Agribusiness,
Australian Centre for International Agricultural Research, Australia

MARY NJOKI MBUGUA
Co-operative and Agri-business Department, The Cooperative University of Kenya

JUN VIROLA
Founding Director and Senior Adviser, AGRIVISION
Community Development Lead, Ayala Foundation Inc. (AFI)

Moderator: MARIA THERESA CASTRO
Assistant Professor, ICOPED

3:00-3:20 Open Forum
3:20-3:30 Day 1 Synthesis and Closing

3:30-5:00 Informal Conversation and Networking

Virtual Lounge powered by Zoom Events



Day

8:30-9:00

9:00-9:10

9:10-9:20

9:20-9:30

9:30-10:45
10:45-12:00

12:00-1:00

1:00-1:30

1:30-2:45

2:45-3:00

3:00-3:30

3:30-3:45

3:45-4:00

2 November 21 , 2025 International Conference on

Friday | 8:30 - 5:00 PM COOPERATIVES

Zoom log in / Virtual Lounge opens

Recap and Day 2 Overview

EMMANUEL FLORES
University Researcher, ICOPED

Welcome Message

USEC. ALEXANDER RAQUEPO
Chairperson, Cooperative Development Authority, Philippines

Breakout Sessions: Overview and Mechanics

Breakout Session A: Cooperatives Empowering Communities: Fostering Member,
Employee, and Social Well-being

Breakout Session B: The Cooperative Advantage: Driving Economic Growth and
Innovation

Lunch Break

Informal Conversation and Networking

Virtual Lounge powered by Zoom Events

Breakout Session C: Cooperatives Transforming Futures: Frameworks for
Governance, Strategy, and Impact

Health Break

Youth for Cooperatives Session: Empowering the Next Generation of Future-Ready
Cooperative Leaders

JAY-VEE PANGAN
Chairperson, Youth Connect Cooperative, Philippines

DULCE BUSTAMANTE
Chairperson, ICA-AP Committee on Youth Cooperation, Philippines

Awarding of Best Paper and Coop Presenters

CLOSING PROGRAM

Conference Synthesis: JAN DANICA ASMA
Assistant Professor, ICOPED and ICOOP2025 Coordinator

Closing Remarks: KAREN CUSTODIO
Director, ICOPED and ICOOP2025 Chair

Masters of Ceremonies
Maria Theresa M. Castro and Ma. Princess Anne S. Curioso



